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(Special Contribution Articles) The story of a husband
who cares for his wife who is a cancer patient

| woke up at 4 am this morning. Today is the day my wife
will have her surgery to remove an ovarian cancer. We had a brief
worship service before leaving for the hospital. We prayed that God,
the Lord of heaven and earth, will work and heal her today. We left
my home at 5:45am and arrived at the Day Surgery Unit on the fourth
floor of the Chris O'Brien Life house Cancer Hospital at 6:25am. After
stopping at the reception, we came down to the third floor and here
the staff made various preparations for the surgery. My wife was very
calm, and after we prayed together, she was taken to the operating
room at 8 o'clock. The operating theatre looked cold and uninviting
and that made me feel very uncomfortable so much so that | could
have turned around and walked out of the operating theatre. Also, |
had so many confusing thoughts in that short moment. It made me
feel weak and hopeless and | thought that my appearance was weak g
and small. 2I) M8kt SATIA ‘R0PDHs S8l (RS-

| started a prayer with my son to seek the care and 21z= =2AIK)
strength of God knowing the only way | could do this is with the Otel) Xl18X 2MEGINE &8
power of prayer so | called all of our friends and those people listed ~—E& Q&4 SALL
in my phone book to pray for us. The grass, the vegetables, and the trees live according to the Creator God’s
providence, and they bear seed and fruit, without complaint, and as commanded. They are the ones who give
fruit to the riches of time, without any disobedience, but also share their abundance at no cost. But | myself, who
was created in the image and likeness of God, am | living only in the holiness of its beautiful nature? And why is
my heart all covered in thorn bushes? And when will God create me in his likeness? Could God have been
creating me better than grass, vegetables, or trees? And did | make God angry because | did not live according
to God's will. If so, why have | become so stubborn and silly and that it is me that is opposing God's will. Is it not
| that need to implement God's will and not to be so lazy, and to comfort those who are discouraged, and to help
those who are weak, and not repay evil for evil, and to always follow the good, and always to rejoice, and to pray
constantly and to give thanks for everything (1 Thessalonians 5:14~18), But | am lazy, ignorant of the pain of my
neighbors, ignorant of the weak, and always irritable, wanting revenge for evil, always following sin, always
feeling irritated, and always complaining about everything. When | realized that my wife's illness could have been
caused by my actions and behavior, | prayed to God that | was a really sinful person and asked for forgiveness
and to please heal my wife and to give me strength to overcome my sins and for God to be with my wife during
her surgery.

My son and | did not have breakfast that morning. As we were continuing our prayers we asked god
what we should look for outside. Our eyes looked out from the waitingroom, we saw the tall buildings in the
Sydney CBD. Right across from the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital (RPAH Sydney General Hospital), we could see
the spiky roofs with lush bushes, parking lots and reds and greens with a tennis court. | suddenly feel myself
being uplifted and | could feel the same excitement of when my son passed his exams at the University of
Sydney. | suddenly called out to my son who was still praying, 'Look at the forests and the buildings, and look at
the sky, Can you see your future!" And then | realized that God had brought me to this hospital, and that it was
time for me to see what | should do for my wife and son.

As the morning began to flow, my family, friends and acquaintances started to wonder about my wife
condition. | began to receive phone calls from them and text messages. How is it going? What is she not
finished? When does surgery end? | will come to you in the evening! Are you eating while waiting? Do not worry!
If you know more, let me know immediately! And so on.

It was very difficult for us to respond to each one of them because of the amount of people calling at one time. |
was surprised that my wife is interacting with so many people, and it was a comfort to me to know that so many
people cared for us, it made me feel really thankful indeed. | realized that in life, if you have no one and you live
a life of solitary, you would be very lonely and excluded from the comforts and love from others in times of hard
ship. It was the situation of my lovely wife that made me realize the importance of our relationships.

At the same time, there was anticipation while | was waiting. Especially in this time of trouble, there is a bigger
sense of worry, and while wishing for a positive outcome. My wife is ill due to a cancer and now she is operated
on today, but the next step will be recovery and healing. Just like the morning is followed by the evening, cancer
cells are now present, but the next step is the destruction of the cancer cells. It is also an anxious time while
waiting and hoping for a full recovery.

Waiting outside the operating theatre is not easy and feels difficult. It is not easy for you to wait without
any physical activity, especially when it takes longer than expected, then it starts getting harder. After sitting and
standing up and sitting down, standing up, sitting down and standing up again, going back and forth to the open
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waiting room door, going back and forth, sitting down again, praying at times, listening to music, and so on. It was
very stressful.

The doctor had said it would take around three hours to complete the surgery. | received a lot of phone
calls and messages from my family and friends concerned because the surgery time was taking longer than
expected and It was around lunch time. | did some group chatting on my phone and suddenly | saw the sky out of
the window. A plane in the cobalt-colored sky was writing messages in white smoke. The contents were written as
'JESUS = HOPE'. | was surprised and told my son, | took out my cell phone and took a picture. This was surely
the voice of God to show me a message about my wife. | was relieved and convinced that my wife's surgery would
be fine, and would be as good as it was after | had my own surgery. | looked at the sky for a long time and found
that the writing was erased and it was all over. But then again, when | tried to turn my gaze, the airplane that
appeared again wrote 'T', 'R’, 'U', 'S', and 'T". It moved a little bit and wrote 'J', 'E', 'S', 'U', 'S". 'JESUS = HOPE',
'TRUST JESUS', that is, "trust Jesus, the Lord, Jesus is the hope." My heart and my son's heart were so happy
and joyful. | gave thanks and praise to God.

Today on August 20, 2015, | was so amazed and thankful for the message of God showing me during
my wife's surgery. | was lucky to receive these words on the day of surgery, and the next step in cancer surgery
is full of the expectation that my wife will recover. And | thought that | should look at the sky without looking at the
ground. We praise God and look at Jesus and fill us with the words of the answer when we seek the help of the
Holy Spirit. This is why | must look to heaven and ask to God. There was a white cloud in the left sky that was not
visible in the hospital, but the sky on the right was a blue sky without a cloud, so | could see the message of God
saying 'JESUS = HOPE' and 'TRUST JESUS' there. | praise God who has prepared all these things, and the time
has passed and | was amazed once again that the white clouds in the sky on the left flocked to fill the place where
the message was written. God is the ruler of time and coincidence (Ecclesiastes 9:11).

August 20, 2015
Chris O'Brien from Australia Lifehouse
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